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; ERICK AND REINFORCED-CONCRETE SHORTAGE IN MOSCOW

[Comment: In 1952, the Administration of Construction Materials
Industry of the Moscow City Executive Committee was reorganized and
two separate administrations were established, en Administration of

Construction Materials Indust dministration of Construc-
tion Products Industryjﬁ:r The following report gives 50X1 -HUM
1 n on Mo Tick and reinforced-concrete plants. 50x1 -HUM

for comparable report of Moscow's brick industry in

Mumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources. )

Althouth Moscow's building materials industry increased its ocutput in 1953,
it has not met increased demands resulting from the 10-year planning program
for reconstruction of the city.(1)

During 5 months of 1953, plants cubordinate to the Administration of Con-
struction Materials Industry of the Moscow City Executive Committee only supplied
the city's building projects with 5 million bricks.(2) During 11 months of the
same year, this figure rose to about 31 million bricks.(3) In Moskovskaya Ob-
last, 6 of 13 brick plants failed to fulfill their firing quotas during the first
T months of 1953, and the oblast industry fell behind in broduction by more than
10 million bricks.(l)

During the first 5 months of 1953, the Krasnopresnensk Combine failed to
supply 4 million silica bricks and the Tuchkovo Ceramic Combine, 2,000 tons of
lime to the city's projects.(2) By the end of November 1953, the jatter combine
failed to supply 13,000 tons of 1lime.(3)
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Equipment has been stending idle in a number of brick plants,(2) During
the first quarter 1953, brick presses have been idle 13 percent of the vorking
time, causing the industry to fall 35 million bricks behind in production. (1)

For instaince, in the Beskudnikovo Brick Piant No 2, equipment has been 1dle
almost 25 percent of the workirg time, because of poor maintenance.(2) During
the first 4 months of 1953, machine idleness resulted in & loss of 2,847 hours,
572 of which were 1in April. As a result, during the 4-month period the plant
Tell 2 million bricks behind in prodvction.(5) During the first 10 months of
1953, machine idleness in the plant rose to 13,000 machine-hours because of the
failure to make unit repairs.(3) The plant's dry-forming presses are repaired
only twice a year.(2)

The above plent is one of the most unprofitable plants of the city's Ad-
ministration of Construction Materials Industry. 1In 1952, the plant overspent.
1,329,000 rubles, production costs having risen to 22 rubles, 5 kopecks, per
1,000 bricks. In the first quarter 1953, production costs rose to 6k rubles,
89 kopecks » per 1,000 bricks, primarily because the machinery broke dcwn nearly
every hour,

In 1952, production costs at brick plants of the city's Administration of
Construction Materials Industry exceeded plenned costs by & percent, resulting’
in a loss of 7 million rubles. There has been no improvement in the first quarter
1953; 11 of 18 plants have failed to meet their quotas for production costs, (5)

In the Shebolovskiy, Beskudnikovo No 1, and Beskudanikovo No 2 plants, pro-
duction costs exceeded planned costs by 8.3 million rubles during the first 10
months of 1953, thereby absorbing the profits of plants operating at a profit.(3)

Several brick plants have not been utilizing their full capacity.(1l) 1In
1953, the production level fell below 1952. The Vorontsovo Brick Plant produced
1.8 million less bricks during the first 9 months of 1953 than in the same period
of 1952, and the Beskudnikovo Brick Plant No 2 produced 1.k million less bricks
in 11 months of 1953 chan in the same period of 1952, A commission from the Min-
istry of Construction Materials Industry RSFSR found that the latter plant has
been cperating at the 1948-1949 level. TIts quarry, forming shop, and repair
facilities were found to be in a neglected condition. This plant has been pro-
ducing 26,392 bricks per press-shiit as compered to 40,663 bricks produced by
the Nfzhne-Kotel' Brick Pl‘ant.

The average output throughout the administration during a 1)-month period
has been 26,748 bricks per press shift as compared tn 26,978 bricks established
by norm. fThe average monthly output of 1,566 bricks per cubic meter of kiln
throughout the administration also appears to be near the norm of 1,621 bricks
Per cubic meter.(3) While the Nizhne-Kotel' plant has been able to produce
2,300 bricks monthly per cublc metey of kiln, the Beskudnikove Plant No 2 and
other brick plants have been producing 1,300 bricks monthly per cubic meter of
kiln, or less than halr [sic] the rate of the Nizhne-Kotel' plant.(l) The
Vorontsovo plant has been producing 1,615 bricks monthly per cubic meter of
kiln, which is much less%than in 1952.(3)

The city's Administration of Construction Materials Industry supervises
seasonel and year-round plants., The Shabolovskiy, Beskudnikovo No 1, and
Golitsyno seasonal brick plants have been operating sporadically. 1In May 1953,
the Shatolovskiy and Beskudnikovo No 1 plants produced 18,600 and 23,000 bricks
per press, respectively, as compared with 45,000 produced by the Verkhne-Kotel'
Brick Plant during the same month.(2) The Shabolovskiy and Beskudnikovo No 1
Plants have been producing 1,213 and 1,160 bricks, respectively, per cubic meter
of kilr monthly, which is much less than the average throughout the administra-
tion.(3)
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The poor performance of the lagging plants has been due not only to ma- !
chine idleness byt also to very slow introduction of new technology and more
&dvanced methods.(l) The administration and its chief, Mal'tsev, have maip-
tained that the lag has resulted from unfemiliarity with new capacities and
intraplent shutdowns, [Mal'tsey

a8 reported in Promyshlennost’ Stroitel'nykh
Materialov, 2 August 1952, as chief of Glavkrovlya (Main Administration of the
Roofing Industry, Ministry of fonstruction Materials Industry USSR)],

Some of the plant laboratories are in neglected condition, The Beskudnie
kovo Plant No 2 lacks elementary devices and thermocouples, causing the plant
to produce during the firct 1C mo

nths of 1953 only 43,6 Percent insteid of the
55.6 percent first-grace brick which it vas to produce,

The turnover of plant directors and engineers 1s also great throughout the
administration; the administration quite frequently appoints incompetent persons
to these positions.(3)

The edministration has not hastened plant reconstruction, elimination of
large-scale idleness of equ

ipment in existing brick Plants (1), and improvement
©f the quality of brick (2) 250 silica bricks supplied
by the Lyubertsy Silica Brick Plant to the Moscow State University faculty
housing Project broke in two. More than 35,000 grade-100 bricks had to be down-
graded from first to second Quality because of chipped edges. {6)

During the first 5 months of 1953, the administrationts plants produced only
33.9 percent insteag of the 55.1 percent first-quality brick which the plants were
expected to have produced according to quota, Having fatiled to fulfill their
S=month quotas for quality and assortment, the Cheremushki Brieck Plant and the
ad to pay a 500,000-ruble pen-
3 million rubles due to the
At the Chermushki plant, five
operation for the past 3 years,
Produced annually from ..ach

boor-quality bricks and biocks
technological [production] iine

although an additional 20 mi]114

on bricks could be
line.(2)

A similar situation has been exist
tration of Const

overspent 2.7 mi
production costs

ing in the plants of the Moscow Adminis-

ruction Products Industry. In 1952, the administration's plants
llien rubles for wages alone.

During the first Y4 months of 1953,
rose even mere. (5)

Despite the fect that builders have been demanding more products, the admin-
istration's Plants have been very slow in 8djusting themselves to the production
of nev and economical products.(1)

buring the first 5 months of 1953, the admiritration supplied Moscow build.
ing projects with 7,800 cubic meters of reinforced-concrete products above quota,
or 34 perceni moZe than in the same period of 1952, During the S5-month period,
the Moscow Reinforce -Concrete-Products Plant No 1 supplied the projects 990 cubic
meters of products above quota, although only two of its four production lines
were in operation because of reconstruction work in the plant. The plant has
been reconstructing its steam concrete curing chambers, ang 4 or the 14 chambers

the reconstruction vwork. The plant now
uare. It soon expects to start producing
type of production completel .

The Moscow Construction Products

reinforced-concrete beams,

Plant No 3, one of vwhose main products is
in the first quarter 1953 ¢

increased its average daily output of beams from 48
0 69 in the second quarter 1953,(7)

-3

CONFIDENTIAL

e

P80-0080

9A000700180090-1



«

— S TR TN 0090-1
pLADDroved for Release 2014/09/14 CIA RDPB0.00305A00070018 -.

Sanitized Co

CONFIDENTIAL

In 1952, the Moscow Construction Products Plant No 6 will produce slag .
concrete wall blocks and the Moscow Construction Products Plant No 7 will pro-

duce slag concrete partitioning slabs. The plants
the Kashiri Electric Power Staticn.(8)

In general, the Supply of building maf;erials does not meet the demand,
The variety of products 1s limited and, in & number of cases, the quality is

poor.(7)

Because of the increased demands for products,
the fulfiliment of quotas and pay ljttle attention

6pend time ang money tu eliminate defects or, more frequently, do not use the
.(2) The supporting columns of some stairways delivered by the Moscow

products

50X1-HUM

will obtain the slag from

many plant directors stress
to quality. Hence, .uilders

Construction Products Plant No 5 to the Moscow State University faculty housing
project were not strong enough, Causing the concrete to crack and the metal reip-

e

forcements to buckXe
have been producing especially poor products., (2)

-(6) Moscow Construction Products Plants No 1, 5, 7, and 8

The reconstruction and the expansion of existing small-capacity plants have
Mo.

been lagging,

Sgorpromstroy Trust (Trust for the Construction of Industry in

Moscow), to which the reconstruction work vas entrusted, has not been fulfill-
ing its assignment, (1) Many of the city's construction-products plants were to
have been reconstructed during 1953, yet [as of July 1953] not one of the plants
has been reconstructed. Only two of four Production lines in the Moscow Con-
struction Products Plant No 1 have been in operation, Reconstruction work also

has been delayed in Plants No 3, 4, eng 5.(2)

Some of the building projects have been lacking reinforced-concrete prod-
ucts becuuse the administration ang plant directors have not made the neces-
S&ry preparations to have enough metal forms to cast the products. fThe plants

have more than 600 metal forms, which 1s less than

half the number needed.

Equipment has been ddle in the construction-products industry and the

Plants have been working unsystematically. During

the first 4 months of 1953,

excavators were idle about 30 percent of the working time, scrapers ang bulldoz-

erz, 70 percent, and compressors, 12 percent,

Generally, the construction-products pPlants have been fulfilling their
quotas for cutting production costs, but several plants have been overexpend-
ing raw materials, fuel, and other materials, On an average, the industry has
been consuming about § bercent more cement than necessary. The Moscow Construc-
tion-Pr?ducts Plart No 3 has been consuming 20 percent more cement than neces-

sary. {2}
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